
 
 

  
Frequently Asked Questions: Coronavirus Vaccination  

How often will I need to get the vaccine?   
Many COVID-19 vaccines are administered as a two-dose series. After receiving the initial dose, a second 
vaccine administration is required 21 or 28 days later with the exact timing for the second dose 
depending on the vaccine manufacturer. At this time, we do not know if additional boosters or an annual 
vaccine will be necessary.  
 
If someone receives the vaccine, will they be exempt from wearing a mask?   
The vaccine won’t provide protections from COVID-19 for every person who is inoculated, and the vaccine 
also does not provide immediate immunity (but rather triggers a response in the body to build immunity).  
Therefore, for now we’ll continue to follow guidelines to decrease the risk of spread, including masks, 
distancing, limiting employee density, limiting travel and improving ventilation, barriers and procedures 
that limit close and sustained contact.   
 
Will receiving a flu vaccine protect against COVID-19?   
Getting a flu vaccine will not protect against COVID-19; however, flu vaccination has many other 
important benefits. Flu vaccines have been shown to reduce the risk of flu illness, hospitalization and 
death.  Getting a flu vaccination is important to not only reduce the risks associated with flu but also to 
help conserve potentially scarce health care resources.   
 
Does the vaccine take into account a wide array of diverse backgrounds? 
The disparate impact of the coronavirus on diverse populations has been well documented.  For this 
reason, several vaccine manufacturers have reported that they relied on simultaneous studies across the 
world to ensure a diverse group of study participants in determining effectiveness.   

 
Is it safe for pregnant and breastfeeding women to get the vaccine?   
Exclusions will likely be identified and may include women who are pregnant or breastfeeding. These 
exclusions will be part of the final communication prior to vaccine distribution. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: Coronavirus Vaccination   
 
Is the vaccine safe?   
Safety is a top priority in the vaccine development. For more information, visit the CDC website here. 
There are rigorous phases and scientific principles in developing a new vaccine. Here is a summary: 

 
 
Why do we need a COVID-19 vaccine? 
Stopping a pandemic requires using all the tools available. Vaccines work with your immune system so 
your body will be ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. Other steps, like wearing masks and social 
distancing, help reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it to others. Together, 
COVID-19 vaccination and following CDC's recommendations to protect yourself and others will offer the 
best protection from COVID-19. 

 
Can I get COVID-19 from the vaccines listed? 
No. The two vaccines expected to be received by Ohio do not contain any live virus and cannot cause an 
infection with SARS-CoV-2. The vaccines by Pfizer and Moderna only contain a small amount of the virus’ 
genetic material that helps trigger an immune response by the body to help protect itself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


