
LEGENDS
FROM THE HILL TO THE ATRIUM

A Tribute to the Men and Women  
Who Made It Happen

ISSUE 22

The Chapple Family



02  / Legends: From the Hill to the Atrium

Middletown born and raised, 
DeWitt Chapple Jr., 89, recalls a 
time when the city was home to the 
Armco Steel Company (now AK 
Steel, which was recently acquired 
by Cleveland-Cliffs) and nine paper 
mills. It was a time when prosperous 
stalwarts like George Verity, Colin 
Gardner, Donald Driscoll, and their 
descendants were industrialists as 
well as community activists. From 
those early days through today, 
the Chapple family has supported 
Atrium Medical Center and its 
predecessors through more than 100 
years of service to the community. 

Where It Began
Two tragedies – a CH&D train wreck in 
1910 and the devastating Great Miami 
River flood in 1913 – made it clear 
that Middletown needed a hospital of 
its own. Thanks to the hard work of 
community leaders and the support 
of Armco, the 28-bed Middletown 
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Hospital opened its doors in 1917 – just in time for the flu pandemic that 
swept the nation. It didn’t take long before major expansion was needed. 
In the early 1920s, the hospital launched a more than $2 million campaign 
to support a number of medical improvements, as well as an expansion to 
100 beds. Fundraising once again became a priority.

It was around this time that Armco president 
George Verity met Bennett Chapple Sr. while 
both men were travelling around the country. 
At that time, Bennett and his brothers, based 
in Boston, were editing and publishing The 
National Magazine, a prequel to Time and 
Life magazines. Verity was impressed with 
Bennett’s personality and writing skills, 
as well as his journalism, public relations, 
publicity, and poetry talent. He recruited 
Bennett as Armco’s director of publicity and 
later made him a vice president. 

Bennett and his wife, Charlotte, put down roots in Middletown. One of 
the first projects he undertook was the hospital’s fundraising campaign. 
Bennett was named a hospital trustee in 1921. Bennett’s son, DeWitt 
Sr., opened a Buick agency in Middletown. In the 1950s, with another 
hospital fundraising effort underway, DeWitt Sr. gave generously to the 
campaign.

Following in the footsteps of his grandfather, Bennett Chapple Sr., and 
his father, DeWitt Chapple Sr., DeWitt Chapple Jr. has carried his family 
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legacy forward by supporting the hospital’s annual campaigns and by 
contributing to the capital campaign supporting the establishment of 
Atrium Medical Center. 

“When some of my long-time physician friends and pillars of the 
community enthusiastically approached me for support,” DeWitt  
recalls, “I was happy to help. Soon I found myself reaching out to  
other friends in the community on Atrium’s behalf.” DeWitt also is a 
member of Atrium Medical Center Foundation’s Heritage Society, for 
those who have included the Foundation in their estate plans, and is  
a founding member of the Beacon Society, for donors whose gifts total 
$5,000 or more. 

One Family’s Story
For 35 years, DeWitt’s family lived in the neighborhood surrounding 
the old Middletown Hospital. While DeWitt’s father ran the local Buick 

agency, his mother, Margery (Snider) kept the 
home fires burning. After his mother’s death in 
1995, DeWitt stayed in the neighborhood, but 
moved into a smaller home. 

After graduating from Middletown High 
School, DeWitt attended the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he 
majored in political science and history. At 
his father’s urging, he joined ROTC (Reserve 
Officers Training Corp) in 1951. “He said he 



04  / Legends: From the Hill to the Atrium Atrium Medical Center Foundation  / 05

wanted me to be ‘an officer and a gentleman,’ ” recalls DeWitt, who served 
in the U.S. Air Force as a first lieutenant stationed in Houston, 1957-1958. 

When DeWitt returned home after his military service, he says he  
“found the city booming.” It was assumed that he would take over the 
family’s Buick agency, but that was 
not to be, and the agency eventually 
closed. In 1957, he opened Chapple 
Leasing Company, which leased 
cars and trucks long term. “Armco 
leased 32 cars from us for upper 
management,” DeWitt remembers. 
“Dr. Walter Roehll Sr. was one of 
our first customers, and he told 
other doctors.”

A Passion for 
Trains
DeWitt’s interest in trains – particularly 
private rail cars – began early in his life 
and continues today. “The family had a 
summer home on Walloon Lake near 
Petoskey, Michigan,” DeWitt explains. 
“My first train ride was between 
Hamilton and Michigan. But I was only 
6 weeks old at the time!”



06  / Legends: From the Hill to the Atrium

In his early school years, however, he was a guest on a luxurious private 
rail car. “That trip really made an impression on me,” he says. 

When DeWitt’s great-grandfather died, friends lent his family a private 
rail car to travel from Miami Beach, Florida, to Honesdale, Pennsylvania, 
for the burial. When DeWitt heard that the C&O Railway was auctioning 
a private rail car that cereal heiress Marjorie Merriweather Post had 
purchased in 1922 for her husband, E.F. Hutton, he jumped at the chance 
to own it. Post’s elegantly appointed rail car, then called the “Hussar,” 
boasted four staterooms, a guest bathroom with shower, kitchen, lounge, 
and crew quarters with bathroom and shower.

When the Post-Huttons divorced in 1935, Post assumed sole ownership 
of the Hussar. Before moving to Russia with her third husband, she 
sold the car to the C&O Railway. Over the course of 34 years, C&O 

refurbished the car extensively, adding air 
conditioning and a modern refrigerator/
freezer. After DeWitt purchased the Hussar 
in 1971, he renamed the 10-foot-wide, 
85-foot-long car “Chapel Hill” in honor 
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of his alma mater. He often used the rail car for entertaining customers. 
Today, Chapel Hill is owned by a several people, and DeWitt maintains a 
percentage. The car is still in service. In fact, President Biden requested it 
be on his inaugural train, which, for security reasons, was cancelled.

In 1977 DeWitt and several other owners founded the American 
Association of Private Railroad Car Owners (AAPRCO). DeWitt now 
serves as its director emeritus. He still attends AAPRCO meetings, where 
his opinion is highly regarded.

Three Generations of Giving
For a century, three generations of 
Middletown’s Chapple family have 
generously and faithfully supported 
Atrium Medical Center in its various 
iterations. “It’s important for a city to 
have a fine medical facility,” DeWitt says. 
“It’s up to citizens to support it. I was 
taught from an early age,” he continues, 
“that if you could afford to, you should 
contribute to deserving charities – and 
Atrium is truly deserving.”



This article is the 22nd in a series of profiles celebrating the 2017 centennial  
anniversary of Atrium Medical Center (formerly Middletown Hospital and Middletown 
Regional Hospital). The series honors the men and women whose civic-mindedness  
and genuine caring for others helped Greater Middletown grow and contributed to  

the first-class medical center the region boasts today.
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Paul Galeese, Issue 1; E.O. Bauer, MD, and John L. Bauer, MD, Issue 2; Educating Our 
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Issue 4; Ann and Arthur Bidwell, Issue 5; Atrium Auxiliary Middletown, Issue 6;  

Dr. Dick and Charlotte Nisbet, Issue 7; The Wilbur Cohen Family, Issue 8;  
Middletown Area Federation of Women’s Clubs, Issue 9; Dolly Frieman Casper, Issue 10; 

The Sawyer Family, Issue 11; Southwest Ohio Businesses, Issue 12; Dr. Raymond and Jean 
Anne Kiefhaber, Issue 13; Richard “Dick” Slagle, Issue 14; Celebrating 100 Years, Issue 15;  

The Levey Family, Issue 16; Walter H. Roehll Jr., MD, Issue 17; Atrium Medical Center 
Foundation, Issue 18; The Breiel Family, Issue 19; Our Medical Staff, Issue 20;  

and William Dwain Langworthy, MD, Issue 21. 
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